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Adapting to a Changing World
Torahime High School: Jamal Alhabeil
As a child, my mother would often tell me stories of her childhood and it quickly
became obvious that her upbringing in the Middle East was much different than
mine in America. When asked about this difference, she responded with:
01 Sy s del solde 10150 Slose 2Gs! il £ selode
This Arabic phrase toughly translates to: Do not raise your children the way your
parents raised you, for they were born for a different time. For my parents, they
understood that my siblings and I were born into a different era than their own,
and thus they needed to approach our upbringing differently than what they
were accustomed to.
1 didn’t think much about this phrase until this year. Recently, teachers have
been encouraged to use more technology in the classroom. Although this change
may be difficult, [ believe it is important for ALTs and teachers to pursue it. Our
students will work and live in an era dominated by technology, and it is our job
to prepare them for that.
Not only does using technology in the classroom help prepare students for
their future jobs, it also makes language learning more accessible. My students
can now access their PowerPoints, worksheets, and other materials anywhere
they want using Microsoft Teams. Sites like Quizlet allow them to study their
vocabulary words on their phones/tablets using fun games instead of having to
make flashcards. They can even practice their listening skills outside of the class
by watching their classmates’ videos on Flipgrid, a video sharing application.
I won't lie; it hasn’t been easy. | had never used
most of the programs and sites before becoming
an ALT. There were moments that I thought
about giving up, but I persevered because in
the end | wanted to prepare my students “for a

different time”.
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