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Torahime high school
IBDP Admissions Policy

H30(2018).9.26 formulated
R05(2023).9.6 last updated

1. Our educational policy and aims
[ Educational policy]

To guide and nurture our students to become global-minded citizens who will
contribute to local development or global prosperity, under the school motto,

“Simplicity and Fortitude.”
[Educational aims]

(1)To foster students’ ability to think, to express themselves, to investigate

individually, and to work collaboratively.
(2)To provide world-wide view, make correct judgement, take risks.
(3)To value gratitude. live balanced lives reflectively.

(4)To nurture philanthropism, respect different cultures and values, coexist with

others.

Our policy and aims match IB mission statement and student profile and show
that we can provide students proper educational opportunity. The school diploma
programme is located in full-time general course and application to the DP is open

to all students scheduled to enter the school.
2. Selection

We have 100-year history and are stepping into the further development under
our school motto.

The ideal applicants are:

+ students who have obvious reason to apply and understand the characteristics
of Torahime high school

- students who are eager to study and have thinking ability, creativity, and
communication skills.

- students who have a healthy curiosity, and are university-oriented to deepen

their expertise



Furthermore, we expect IB applicants
* to study overseas or play important roles on the global stage in the future

- to play important roles in the local community with global point of view

Torahime high school is a prefectural school, so entrance examination procedure
must follow the instructions indicated by ‘application guidelines Shiga board of
education. For more information, see the next chapter “Relationship between

overview of entrance examination and DP".

Relationship between overview of entrance examination and DP

As a full-time regular high school in Shiga Prefecture, Torahime High School
accepts applicants from all over the prefecture. Under the current entrance
examination, applicants will be determined by the special selection conducted in
the week of the first half of February and regular selection conducted in the week
of the first half of March. The outline of the purpose and selection method is stated
as the following table. The details are described in the Shiga Prefectural High
School New Student Selection Guidelines, which will be announced at the end of
June each year.

In entrance examination, we cope appropriately for applicants who have physical
disability or need special consideration and support for other reasons.

Special Selection Comprehensive Examination, Essay, Personal

Research Report, etc.

Sports, Culture and Arts | Comprehensive Examination, Essay, Performance

Recommendation Selection Test (speaking test in English), Personal Research
(English Conversation (ESS)) | Report, etc.
Regular Selection Academic achievement tests of Japanese,

English, and personal research report

mathematics, social studies, science, and

Orientation will be held in late March for prospective applicants. At that time, we
will explain IBDP and investigate prospective applicants who are interested in the
programme, or willing to attend. If there are more than 40 applicants, the selection
will be held to select fixed number of students.

The decision materials for the selection will be (1) the results of the screening test
and (2) the contents of the personal survey report from junior high school.

When we hold a selection, we will inform the applicants of the result before

admission.

Pre-admission publicity activities



The school offers trial experience for junior high school students in August and
November in order to help junior high school students make independent choices
about their future. To make the experience successful, we visit neighboring junior
high schools in advance, send leaflet to all other junior high schools in Shiga, as

well as announce on our website to accept applications for participation.

In addition to school introduction, junior high school students and their parents
will be carefully given explanations of DP course features, expenses, selection
methods, etc. For those who wish, we will offer the opportunity to experience DP-
style mock lessons.

We will set up briefing sessions on IB education centered on simulated class
experiences, and will establish an opportunity for experiential activities to make
the DP course.

Furthermore, on the website, we will introduce the IB philosophy and learners
profile, to give the widest possible publicity to the programme.

Application process after admission
As a result of the research at the orientation, incoming students who wish to

attend DP will start high school life belonging to a specific class. Then, from May to

the 4th week of July is regarded as the DP application process period, and for those

who wish to attend, DP briefing sessions, interviews and mock lessons are given,
giving them the opportunity and time to think about DP.

While there are many benefits to DP, students and parents must understand
that severe learning is imposed. Therefore, we expect students who choose DP to
have strong motivation and aptitude for learning, specifically the following
qualities, and explain this to students and parents.

-Serious attitude towards learning

-Attitude to work with a sense of purpose
-Ability to learn by collaborating with others
-Self-control and sense of responsibility

-Contribution to the whole

DP application process period is outlined in the table below.

:U (DJune | Information | Explain the DP to students and their
s | 2rd week | Sessions parents/guardians.

g @) Individual Provide consultation to students and their
o May- interview parents/guardians to provide appropriate information
o | July and DP class | and alleviate their concerns. In addition, DP class
g trial period experiences will be held on Saturdays, etc.




®) Deadline for | To be prepared and submitted by students and
July submission of | parents/guardians.

2nd week | documents

@ Interviews Interview the parents of the students and confirm their
July with parents | cooperation and support in terms of expenses, etc.

31 week

® Conducting Conduct interviews and other screening tests to
July selection evaluate the aptitude and motivation of students who

4th week | examinations | apply. The oral examination (in English) will be
conducted at the time of the interview (individual). The
standard level of English proficiency is Pre-2nd Level of
the Practical English Proficiency Test. A group

discussion will be held on the same day.

+ W~® Students will have time to deliberate whether or not to choose DP. The DP
coordinator and others will meet with IB candidates multiple times before
they apply.

+ ®Students who wish to apply for the course will submit a request form and a set

of related documents to the IB Coordinator by the due date.

List of documents to be submitted

1 | Application Form Signed by applicant and parent/guardian
and Parental Consent Form

2 | Letter of Reason for Application Signed by the applicant

3 | Academic Honesty Agreement Signed by the applicant

+ If a student who transfers from another school in the middle of the application process
period wishes to take the DP, consideration will be given to the application process to

the extent possible, if necessary.

Selection and Limitation on Number of Applicants
Applicants who have gone through the application process will be selected and

notified of the results according to the following procedures.

e (D August | Determination | A selection meeting will be held within the school to
8: 1st week | of evaluate the results of the interview, the applicant's
g‘ DP students statement of reasons for applying, and the applicant's

(IB students) grades and submissions for the first semester, and to

make a comprehensive decision. A decision will be

made at a staff meeting.

@August Notification Students and parents will be notified of the results by

10



1st week | of results mail.

Basically, any student in the application process period can apply for a DP course,
but in order to maximize IBDP's educational effects and enable detailed education,
size does not exceed 20 people. If there are one or more students who wish to have
a DP course, the principle is to start, and all the desired students aim to acquire a
full diploma.

Special Needs

Based on the school's own policies related to special needs, the school will develop
a support plan for each student with support needs and provide appropriate support

with reasonable consideration.

Pre-IBDP Period

Students selected through the application process will experience DP classes in
some of the regular classes from September to December. This is to facilitate the
start of DP from the following January, and students who have passed this Pre-
IBDP period will start DP from January.

It is also assumed that there will be students who will have to withdraw their
hopes during this period. In that case, the situation is accurately understood
through interviews with students and parents and hearing from related staff. At
the time of the interview, we will explain again carefully, including the
disadvantages due to withdrawal, and confirm the final intention. After that, the
subject will be discussed at the in-house committee (TIBLO, Steering Committee,
Staff Meeting), and the decision will be notified to students and parents orally and

In writing.

Expenses, etc.

Individual expenses such as core expenses, DP exam registration fee
(examination fee), textbooks, PC, function graphing calculator, overseas training,
etc. are to be borne by the student according to the beneficiary-pay principle. The
total amount of personal expenses varies from year to year and from time to time
depending on the price and exchange rate set by the IB; the annual IB contract fee
and other expenses charged to DP schools are covered by the prefecture.

At the End
The Torahime High School IBDP Language Policy was formulated by TIBLO
members in 2018 and will be reviewed and revised annually. The Head of school

11



will approve the proposed revisions by TIBLO.
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+ International Baccalaureate Organization (2023) Handbook of procedures for the

Diploma programme  General regulations’ Diploma Programme-
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